APPENDIX.

I now find, however, that I had wholly mistaken La
Fayette. Some private communications which I not long
since received from distinguished men of letters and per-
sonal friends of my own in the United States, have con-
vinced me that, in the first passage which I cited. La
Fayette intended to refer not to" two officers but to three,
suppressing from delicacy the name of that General who
was shortly afterwards, from his continued habit of
intemperance, dismissed the American service. Both
the name and the fact are now m&de known to me, and
thus is General Greene thoroughly exonerated from the
charge which I advanced. I can scarcely express the
concern with which I made the discovery that, for the
first time, so far as I know or hope, in my literary course,
I should have been the means of bringing forward against
a highly meritorious man an utterly unfounded accusation.
If, in doing so, I have (as is but too probable) caused any
pain to the family or friends of General Greene, let them
be assured that their pain cannot have been greater than
my own, and let me entreat their candid consideration of
the circumstances, as I have now detailed them, by which
my error was unfortunately caused.

I shall also be sorry if this passage, taken singly or on
rumour, shall induce any persons in America to ascribe
to me an acrimonious and censorious spirit towards their
principal commanders. I do not think that it has been
so considered in this country. Those Americans, how-
ever, who may choose to look into my volumes will, of
course, judge of that point for themselves. But there is
one thing touching it which I may be here allowed to
mention, because I think that, on the other side of the
Atlantic, it has not been noticed, or not been clearly
understood. Whenever I have had to make any state-
ment, bearing in any degree against any man or body of
men in the American States, I have I believe, almost
invariably derived, and in my notes sought to establish
it, either from the words of a bystander and looker-on, or
from some strong authority on the Americans' side. I
have drawn it from subsequent historians of their country
or their party, such as Dr. Gordon, Mr. Ramsay, and Mr.
Grahame; or from contemporary letter-writers, such as
Washington, Franklin, and John Adams. I thought, as
an Englishman in birth and in feeling, that the facts, if